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RAYALASEEMA THROUGH THE AGES
Rayalaseema had a glorious past. Paleolithic and
Neolithic ancestors traded along the river banks of Krishna
- Tungabhadra and Pennar. There were, a good number of
paleolithic sites in Rayalaseema. Saraswatipalli,
Makravulapalli, Kanumalapalii, Chitvel, Kalasapadu in
Cuddapah district, Guntakal, Vidapanakailu, Velpumadugu,
Lattavaram, Karukumukkala, Kottakota, Uravakonda in
Anantapur district were some of the paleolithic centres. The
Neolithic sites were at tfatamadevunikonda, Lattavaram,
Vidapanakailu, Guntakal in Anantapur district, Veliatur,
Mundalavaripalli in Cuddapah district, Bastipadu, Pattipadu,
Kudalasangameswaram, Billasargam in Kurnool district and
some sites in Chittoor district. In Rayalaseema the iron age
had its effects in the centres at Guntakal, Mudgal,
Devadulagutta, Malyavantham of Anantapur district,
Pattipadu, Bastipadu, Kudalasangameswaram in Kurnool
district. Yerraguntla, Avulapalli in Cuddapah district and in
some centres in Chittoor district,
Jainism was also spread to Rayalaseema region.
Konakondla of Anantapur district became one of the
important Jain Centre of the past. There was a reference
of the poet Mamulanar about the Vadugars forming the
vanguard of the armies of Mariyar, sent against the chief
Mohur. Vadugar literaly means the northerns and was the
name applied in Sangam literature to the ancestors of the
Telugu - Kannada people living in Deccan, immediately to
the north of the Tamil country, whose northern limit was